
 
 

Visioning a Green New Deal in Your Local Area 

 

Overview: 

The Green New Deal is an ambitious international plan for climate and economic 
justice, but it must be tailored to and rooted in local areas to work for everyone 
across the economy and garner widespread support.  

This session will give participants the space to think big for their local area and 
unlock the best ideas. The ideas that participants come up with can be channelled 
into policy formation for your local Green New Deal organising, as well as acting as 
an entry point for recruiting new activists.  

Session Aims: 

● Imagine a radical vision for a Green New Deal in their area 

● Consider various themes of a Green New Deal through a local lens 

● Capture the best ideas for development by policy teams and local groups 

● Inspire participants to organise for a Green New Deal locally and join or form 
local groups 

Room Setup: 

Ideally set-up for the room is cabaret-style with participants sitting round a number 
of tables.  

Otherwise, the room could also be set-up in a classic lecture format or in a circle - 
depending on how many participants there are.    



 
Facilitators’ Notes 

This session requires 1-2 facilitators and a volunteer per table to guide the 
discussion. 

Time  Activity   Materials  

5 mins 
(5 mins)  

Introduction 

As facilitators, you can start by introducing yourself to the 
participants.  

Go on to explain Labour for a Green New Deal or whatever 
organisation is putting on the workshop.  

Then explain that, “By a Green New Deal, we mean a 
state-led programme of investment and regulation for the 
decarbonisation and transformation of our economy that 
reduces inequality and pursues efforts to keep global 
average temperature rises below 1.5°C.” And reiterate that 
this is the container that we’ll use to discuss the Green New 
Deal today.  

 

20 mins 

(25 
mins)  

Reach for the stars 

Start by playing an extract from the below podcast. It 
features Kate Aronoff describing an imagined future after a 
Green New Deal. It will set the scene and define the scope 
of thinking for participants.  

After this you can move on to introduce guiding questions 
which participants can begin to discuss in break-out 
groups.  

Kate Aronoff podcast clipping [6 mins] 

Introduce the podcast extract with something like the 
following: 

We’re going to start by listening to an extract of journalist 
Kate Aronoff speaking on The Dig podcast with Daniel 
Denver. Kate is explaining the story of Gina who’s fictional 
future life she describes, based on an article she wrote for 
the Intercept in December 2018. 

Laptop 
and 
speakers. 

https://player.fm/series/jacobin-radio-1354006/the-dig-the-green-new-deal-with-kate-aronoff
https://theintercept.com/2018/12/05/green-new-deal-proposal-impacts/


 

Explain Moonshot [2 mins]  

The idea of ‘moonshot’ simply means sending spacecraft to 
the moon. It is relevant to the Green New Deal because of 
the parallels in ambition between space exploration and 
transforming the economy.  

Introduce it by reading the following:  

Kate Aronoff gives an account of what just one person’s life 
might be like through a Green New Deal, and of course it’s 
focused on the US. What we want to do today is give 
everyone the opportunity to think big in the same way. But 
we want to tailor our vision for the UK and more specifically 
the towns, cities and communities we’ve all come from.  

When having these conversations I want us to draw 
inspiration from the work done on the Green New Deal by the 
Sunrise Movement and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (aka AOC) 
in the US. AOC often talks about the Green New Deal in the 
terms of the “moonshot”. This is a way of describing the US’ 
ambitions for space exploration in the ‘60s.  

JFK said: “We choose to go to the moon in this decade and 
do the other things not because they are easy but because 
they are hard.” In this, he set a deadline for a huge ambition 
despite not knowing at the time exactly how to get there. 

The Green New Deal is the same. Our ambition to stop 
climate breakdown and heal social and economic injustices 
have a deadline, and we may not know exactly how we’re 
going to get there, but that underlines the need for spaces 
like this where we reach for the moon and the stars. Because 
without that ambitious thinking, we won’t even reach the sky.  

Guiding questions for discussions in pairs. [5 mins] 

Ask participants to break out into pairs or small groups (3-5 
people) and spend 5 minutes discussing the following 
questions: 

● What could a Green New Deal mean for your life (or 
your kids/family’s) by 2040 or 2050? 

● What are the basics of a Green New Deal in the UK? 
● What are the most ambitious things you can think of 

a Green New Deal can deliver?  



 

Feedback to table. [7 mins] 

Ask participants to feed back their small-group discussions 
to the table they’re sitting on. If the room is not set up with 
cabaret-style tables then this can just be feeding back to 
the whole group with your facilitation.  

20 mins 

 

(45 
mins) 

Thematic discussions 

Start this section by explaining that the power of the Green 
New Deal is in it mobilising every part of the economy 
towards the climate transition and achieving economic 
justice.  

Ask participants to break into groups based on the 
following topics and discuss guiding questions: 

● Transport 
● Energy  
● Housing 
● Defence 
● Politics & Democracy 
● Services  
● Finance  

[note: you can add or take away topics based on how many 
participants you have. You may just want 3-5 based on the 
interests of the group or relevance to your area] 

Guiding Questions 

What measures should a Green New Deal include on this 
theme? 

What are the most ambitious measures you can think of in 
this area to decarbonise and tackle inequality? 

Who has the most to lose in this area? How do we make 
sure the transition is just for workers and communities? 

  

20 mins  

 

(1hr 5 

Regional & Local Groups 

For this section, you will need to decide how many and 
which geographic regions to encourage people to break-out 
into. You might want to do it based on CLP if within a large 

 Pens 
and 
flipchart 



 

mins)  city; branch or ward; or even neighbourhood. For national 
events, you might consider larger regions like below:  

● Brighton  
● London 
● Rest of the South 
● Wales 
● Scotland 
● Midlands 
● North  

Once participants are grouped according to region or area, 
ask them to bring their best ideas from thematic 
discussions and think about how they apply specifically for 
their region. 

Ask each group to nominate a scribe to write down key 
ideas on a piece of flipchart paper. Make sure you collect 
these in and photograph them so the ideas aren’t lost.  

Guiding Questions 

What would a Green New Deal mean for your region, town 
or city?  

What will your region, town or city be able to uniquely bring 
to delivering a Green New Deal?   

How will key elements of the Green New Deal be 
implemented in your area? 

[15 
mins] 

 

(1hr 20 
mins) 

Capturing ideas 

Ask each regional group to feed back to the whole group on 
their best and most ambitious ideas from their discussion.  

Depending on the number of groups, this may fill the 15 
minutes. If there is time left, then you might want to take 
some more general points from participants or allow 
yourself more time for the final section. 

 

 

 



 

10 mins  

 

(1hr 30 
mins)  

Making vision reality 

Explain to participants that Labour for a Green New Deal is 
working with local groups across the country to gather 
ideas for the most ambitious Green New Deal possible - to 
feed them into a national platform of policies to campaign 
around.  

Ideas discussed at the workshop today can be fed into that 
process by emailing info@labourgnd.uk  

If anybody would like to join or set-up a local Labour for a 
Green New Deal group they can do so by emailing 
info@labourgnd.uk to get support from the national team.  

If participants would like to donate to Labour for a Green 
New Deal to help make these policy ideas a reality, they can 
go to www.labourgnd.uk/donate  

If you are looking to set up a local Labour for a Green New 
Deal group, then pass round a register asking for people to 
sign up with contact details so you can stay in touch.  

 

 

 

Reading list: 

With A Green New Deal, Here’s What The World Could Look Like For The Next 
Generation, Kate Aronoff, The Intercept  

Labour for a Green New Deal – because climate change is a class issue, Chris 
Saltmarsh, Labour List  

How a Green New Deal would allow workers to lead the struggle against climate 
crisis, Lauren Townsend, New Statesman 

Common Wealth’s Green New Deal reports 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s Green New Deal resolution in the US 
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